Two Cities, One Deadly Year

In 2011, a year that saw a rise in homicides on the streets of Philadelphia and Camden,
there continued to be widely disproportionate numbers when examining the race of the victims
and the neighborhoods in which the crimes occurred.

Philadelphia had 318 homicides in 2011, an increase of 12 from the previous year. In Camden,
which in January laid off nearly half of its police force, homicides rose by 29 percent, from 38 victims
in 2010 to 49.

When adjusting for population, Camden’s homicide rate last year was three times higher than
Philadelphia’s. There were 6.3 homicides in Camden per 10,000 residents in 2011, compared with 2.1
in Philadelphia. But three Philadelphia neighborhoods had a homicide rate that exceeded Camden’s:
Allegheny West, North Philadelphia/West, and Point Breeze.

Black men continued to bear an outsized share of homicide victims. In Philadelphia, black men
account for less than 15 percent of the population but 75 percent of homicide victims.
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