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In this assignment, you will analyze the frame of a strip of activity. 

How to Collect Your Data
You may choose any strip of activity and decide when it begins and ends.  You will want to pick a strip of activity where the frame—or a frame change—is very clear to you.  The frame should be one in which other people are involved and in which you know from their behavior that they have a similar interpretation of the situation.  In other words, it should not be a private frame (“I’m remembering what happened yesterday” during class or one in which you are alone) but one that is intersubjective and shared.

You may want to pick a strip of activity that is strongly framed, such as:

· a game

· a ritual (whether secular or sacred)

· the checkout line at a grocery store

· a meeting

Given that we have discussed classes in our own class, please do not choose this activity for your paper.

You may want to be on the lookout for such an activity over the next few days in the course of your everyday life, or you may choose to deliberately attend or participate in an activity that you know will be framed (a football or poker game, a birthday party or funeral, a religious ceremony).

You will want to take notes on the activity soon after your participation in it, taking down details by which you knew that participants were interpreting the situation through a particular frame by their actions and words, and the cues by which you knew that this situation was the one occurring.  You will want to treat yourself as a participant, noting your own responses to cues and how your behavior was affected by the frame, as well as to note the behavior of others in the situation.  Behavior includes:

· speech
· people’s positions in space or the environment

· gestures and bodily movements

· facial expressions

· expressions of emotion

· clothing (another form of communication)

· the use of particular tools and symbols

Write down as much of the actual words, gestures, postures, facial expressions, etc as you can at this point, because by the time you come to write the paper, you may have forgotten much of this detail.

You will want to note when frame changes occur, or when a frame has another frame nested within it, and how you know that such a change occurred.

How to Organize Your Paper
Overview of the Situation
First, give an overview of this activity, describing it briefly.  You will want to describe:

· Who is involved in the activity and what is their relationship to one another and to the activity?

· What was the physical environment?

· What was the emotional mood or atmosphere?

Argument about the Frame of the Situation

Then, answer the question: “What was the definition of the situation and how did that frame affect people’s behavior?” If the frame changed during the strip of activity, describe how the definition of the situation changed.  This is your argument for the paper and should be stated as clearly, concisely, and comprehensively as possible.  You can state your argument in more than one sentence.

Analysis of the Activity
Do not describe the situation; analyze it instead.  The following questions can be used to help with your analysis, but not answered one by one. 
· Describe the metacommunicative cues by which you assessed “what was it that was going on?” in terms of words and actions of others, the physical environment, etc.

· Do the same for any frame changes or nested frames.

· How did this frame affect participants’ behavior? 

· What are the rules or assumptions about how participants should behave in this situation as opposed to others?  Were these rules or assumptions stated aloud at any point in the strip?

· What does the frame draw participants’ attention to in the strip of activity?  What does it draw their attention away from?  Is it a persuasive fiction?
Support your analysis by drawing on the specific details you observed---what people said or gestured, their clothes, their bodily stance, etc. (Remember the power of the level of detail in the evidence provided by Anne Becker in Body, Self, and Society.)
This section develops your argument.

Conclusion
In your conclusion, you should restate your argument, using different words, about the frame that applies to this situation.  Again, you can be more specific than you were in the introduction now that you have developed your argument in the paper.  In addition, you should take your analysis to the next level of abstraction or generality, by addressing the following questions, generated by Gofffman’s statement that “those who are in the situation ordinarily do not create this definition” of the situation, “even though their society often can be said to do so” (1997, p. 149).
· On the basis of your observation, is the definition of the situation the creation of the individual participants in the activity or the creation of society?

· Is the situation itself the creation of the participants in the activity or the creation of society?  What happened if someone did not seem to interpret the frame in the same way or participated differently or was a spoilsport?

Your answers to these questions should be supported by the details that you provided in the body of your paper.

How I Will Evaluate Your Paper
For this paper, you need to demonstrate to me that you understand the concepts about frame that Goffman, Bateson, and Myerhoff argue.  Quote or cite them when you need to; that is, when you are drawing on their ideas.  I strongly recommend that you re-read their articles before writing this paper.  If you have questions or confusions about their ideas or about the activity you have observed, please see me, preferably not at the last minute.

Please review the guidelines for papers and the citation guidelines in the syllabus.

Your grade will be dependent on (in this order of importance):

· your understanding of the concept of frames;

· the depth of your analysis;

· an attention to detail: describing and citing the words and actions of participants (including yourself);
· organization; and

· clarity of writing.

The paper is due Wednesday, February 27th at the beginning of class.  Come prepared to discuss the frame that you found and analyzed. (10%)
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