 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Display of Social Difference in an Interaction
Third Paper

In this assignment, you will be analyzing how a socially constructed identity (e.g., age, gender, status) is visible through people’s behavior in an interaction which you observe.
How to Collect Your Data
As you proceed in your everyday life, you will want to pay attention to the interactions you experience.  You should not set up any situations, or behave differently in any situation than you would otherwise.  I do not want you to go up to anyone and ask, “What is your gender?” or ask anyone else involved in the interaction, “What do you think this person’s gender is?” because that is awkward and embarrassing to everyone involved (which may itself be important sociological information).  Pick one interaction and base your analysis on the way you and others normally interact.  You can be a participant in or observer to the interaction; you can talk about your behavior, as well as others’.
You are presenting a social identity and noticing others’ all the time, relatively unconsciously.  In this paper, I am asking you to think consciously about processes you have learned over your lifetime, so that you can perform them relatively easily and quickly.  
In this paper, you will answer the question “How is a socially constructed identity visible through people’s behavior in a particular interaction?”  There are two sub-sets of this question:
· How is someone displaying a social identity (such as social class, gender, age, status) through conventionalized signals?
· How are other people giving this person their “ritual due” as a result (Goffman, 1997, p. 211)?

When you find yourself with a clear example, you should take notes shortly after the interaction, describing your thought process, how the people acted, and how others responded.  Write down as much of the actual words, gestures, postures, facial expressions, etc. as you can at this point, because by the time you come to write the paper, you may have forgotten much of this detail.

How to Organize Your Paper
Description
First, you want to describe the interaction itself:

· Who is involved in the activity and what is their relationship to one another and to the activity?

· What was the physical environment or location?

· What was the emotional mood or atmosphere?
· What was said or done during the interaction?
Argument 

Here you want to summarize the main ways a socially constructed identity was visible in the interaction. This is the argument for your paper.
Analysis 
Use the following questions about this situation to help you marshal your proof from details in the interaction.  You will want to draw on the readings about frames, Goffman’s concept that gender is also a frame that indicates a person’s alignment in a situation, “Ma Vie en Rose,” and Elijah Anderson’s work on the performance of identity, as appropriate.  Devote a paragraph or two to each bulleted question.
· Detail the conventionalized signals and behavior (the schedule, to use Goffman’s term) by which someone displayed his or her social identity in an interaction.  Signs may include accent, word choice, clothing, body language, spatial location. (Note that even “unconventional” displays may have a degree of conventionality in that they are understood by others to be unconventional.)
· Describe whether others in the situation supported this display of the person’s social identity and what they did to give the person his or her ritual due.  For example, did they use the right pronouns? Note any ways that shared identities are affirmed: co-workers talking about a boss, “girl talk,” slapping one another on the back in greeting. If someone mis-identified the other’s social identity, what happened? (Mistakes are interesting for illuminating social rules that may otherwise be invisible and unconscious.)
· What were the consequences of this social identity in the immediate situation?   For instance, if you focus on gender identity, what are the rules or assumptions about how participants should behave with a person of this gender or about what a person with this gender will do?  Were these rules or assumptions stated aloud at any point in the interaction?  Was this person subordinate or dominant as a result of his or her gender display (see Goffman)?  Speculate: How might this interaction look different if the person was of a different gender?  In other words, how does gender matter in this situation?  You can speculate similarly with any other social identity or status.

· Are there larger implications for the creation and maintenance of social divisions and hierarchies of this interaction, as Goffman proposed? If so, what are they? 
This section develops your argument.

Conclusion
In your conclusion, you should restate your argument, using different words, about the social difference visible in this interaction.  
How I Will Evaluate Your Paper
For this paper, you need to demonstrate to me that you understand the concepts about frame that Goffman, Myerhoff, and Bateson argue and are able to assess Goffman’s and Anderson’s use of the concept of frames to look at individuals’ social positions and identities.  Quote or cite them when you need to; that is, when you are drawing on their ideas.  I strongly recommend that you re-read their chapters before writing this paper.  If you have questions or confusions about their ideas, please see me, preferably not at the last minute.

Please review the guidelines for papers and the citation guidelines in the syllabus.

Your grade will be dependent on (in this order of importance):

· your understanding of Goffman’s concept about gender display;

· the depth of your analysis;
· an attention to detail: describing and citing the words and actions of participants (including yourself) in neutral and non-evaluative language;
· an organized and clearly written paper.

The paper is due Monday, March 11th at the beginning of class.  Come prepared to discuss your analysis. (10%)
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